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then only two days' food left on a very much reduced ration, yet
progress was exceedingly slow through 9 inches of soft snow.
Next day at 8 a.m. the sun shone in a clear sky and they hoped that
the Nimrod would be searching for them. One ice donga was
crossed and, on encountering a second, everything was cached except
the barest necessities and a forced marched attempted. After going
3|- miles Mawson swept the horizon with his field-glasses and saw
the depot flag. Each of the others looked and saw nothing.
When Mawson looked again the flag was gone- and the horizon
was boiling with mirage. The course was altered to make for
this evasive signpost, and after going another mile they all saw it;
but it was impossible to reach it for some time.
Progress was arrested by a ravine with vertical cliffs about
40 feet deep. A steep slope was descended, and two Emperor
penguins were killed for food in the icy gorge. Unfortunately
there seemed no way up the farther side; so they retreated
by the way they had entered and then camped within 3 miles
of the sea, having been on the march for twenty-three hours.
At ii a.m. on February 3rd, after only four hours' sleep, they
started off again. When they had travelled z\ miles along the
side of the ravine they came to a snow bridge and crossed in safety.
Mackay slew a penguin, and after marching another 2 miles they
ate it for lunch. At 10.30 p.m., when a further mile and a half
had been sledged, they were all so tired that they were obliged
to camp, though only a mile from the depot. Mackay then killed
a Ross seal and they had a good supper before sleeping, each of
them in turn keeping watch for the ship.
On February 4th the boom of a detonator was heard and the
Nimrod appeared. David's Party had travelled 1,260 miles, of
which 740 miles were relay work. They had been in the field
122 days, on 109 of which they had travelled, making an average
of ii|- miles a day. Their load was at first more than half a ton;
but from the Drygalski Depot to the Magnetic Pole and back,
520 miles, they had dragged 670 Ibs. which became reduced to
450 Ibs.
Dr. H. R. Mill says that " Sir T. W. Edgeworth David and
Sir Douglas Mawson proved themselves worthy to rank with the
foremost polar explorers of all time." None of the journeys to
the North Pole was as long as that of this party ; and it is only
surpassed m Antarctica by the great journeys of Shackleton, Scott
and Amundsen to the Geographical Pole. The distance that the